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- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 
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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1 . Applicant's arguments, filed 3/29/2004, see page 2 through page 5, with respect to the 
rejection of claims 1-15 under 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Ikedo (U.S. patent 5,831,590). 

Applicants' argues in essence regarding claim 1, that Ikedo (5,808,624) does not teach, 
"inputting edition orders to edit dots and /or lines on said images ". 

However upon the further reviewing contrary to the applicants' assertion, Examiner using 
this reference, supplied with this action: Ikedo (5,831,590), various control commands can be 
input through the keyboard, with the use of the mouse selection of one of the candidate patterns 
displayed on the display, by moving the mouse amount and direction are input to CPU through 
the interface and the image editing window includes a category display area and composite 
image display area. The category display area indicates a category (plurality of patterns) or a 
type of the composite picture to be edited (Fig. 3, column 3, line 65 through column 4, line 34). 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claims 1-15, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ikedo (U.S. 
patent 5,808,624) in view of Ikedo (U.S. patent 5,831,590). 

Regarding claim 1, Ikedo (5,808,624) discloses a picture making apparatus for creating a 
picture for printing by assembling and positioning component parts comprising; 

a selection order input unit for inputting one or more identifiers (IDs) of the portrait parts 
(column 10, lines 34-46, selecting a character out of a large number of characters such as 
"female idol", "male student" (portrait), executed by moving a mouse cursor to the reference and 
executing a right click by inputting the numeral of a character number also column 25, lines 49- 
54, to identifies the image); 

a parts storage unit for storing said IDs and images of said portrait parts (column 8, lines 
3-13, picture data are registered in a storage device); 

a parts selection unit for reading out said images in accordance with said ID (column 8, 
lines 14-22, reading the picture data); 

a deformation order input unit for inputting deformation orders for deforming said images 
by selecting at least one operation among movement, rotation, inversion, expansion, and 
compression (Fig. 29, column 16, lines 18-29, part of movement is an eyebrow, nose, mouth, or 
a forelock, the drag operation distance of a mouse); 

a computation unit for deforming and editing said images in accordance with said 
deformation orders and said edition orders (column 16, lines 38-59, left and right eyes are set as 
object part of movement and it is moved to a symmetrical position and also calculating 
horizontal and vertical direction as the movement quantity); 
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and a display unit for displaying a portrait created by said computation unit (Fig. 5, 
column 6, lines 41-48, area screen having the sample display). 

However Ikedo (5,808,624) is silent about "inputting edition orders to edit dots and /or 
lines on said images On the other hand Ikedo (5,831,590) in the same field of editing picture 
teaches with the use of the mouse selection of one of the candidate patterns displayed on the 
display, by moving the mouse amount and direction are input to CPU through the interface and 
the image editing window includes a category display area and composite image display area. 
The category display area indicates a category (plurality of patterns) or a type of the composite 
picture to be edited (Fig. 3, column 3, line 65 through column 4, line 34). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made, to modify Ikedo (5,808,624) invention according to the teaching of 
Ikedo (5,831,590) because it provides composite picture editing device for composing a plurality 
of components on a display, until the desired image is obtained which, can easily be 
implemented in an image device such as picture processing device. 

Regarding claim 2, Ikedo (5,808,624) discloses the likeness drawing apparatus, which 
further comprises a registration order input unit for inputting registration identifiers (IDs), 
wherein said computation unit 'returns deformed images of said portrait parts to said parts 
selection unit; said parts storage unit stores said deformed images together with said registration 
IDs for said deformed images (column 8, lines 23-39, refer to output data registration process 
and column 8, lines 3-13, picture data are registered in a storage device). 
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Regarding claim 3, Ikedo (5,808,624) discloses the likeness drawing apparatus, which 
further comprises a parts generation unit connected with said parts selection unit, wherein: said 
parts generation unit generates new portrait parts and new portrait parts identifies (IDs); and 
said parts storage unit stores said new portrait parts and said new portrait parts identifies (IDs) 
(column 11, lines 33-41, a default pattern number is selected for each respective part based on 
the attributes being set, an outline of a face, an eyebrow, and an eye, is then executed a new 
montage picture (or new portrait) is plotted in the sample display). 

Regarding claim 4, Ikedo (5,808,624) discloses the likeness drawing apparatus, wherein 
said computation unit: selects one or more parts in the created portrait: executes inverse 
transformation on the basis of said deformation orders: transfers the result of said inverse 
transformation to said parts selection unit; deforms said result of said inverse transformation on 
the basis of another deformation orders (column 16, lines 38-53, refer to direction of reverse sign 
and also Fig. 32 A, 32B, the default value of a plotting area and final bit map data of the whole 
face are transferred to a frame buffer). 

Regarding claim 9, Ikedo (5,808,624) discloses the likeness drawing apparatus, wherein 
said edition order input unit is a unit for inputting the edition order to edit a segment and/or dot 
train on images of parts by addition or partial erasing (column 11, lines 42-52, refer to erasing). 

Regarding claims 5, 6 and 7, recite similar limitation as claims 1 and 2, and are similarly 
analyzed. 

Regarding claims 11, 14 and 15, recite similar limitation as claim 9 and is similarly 
analyzed. 
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Regarding claims 8, 10, 12 and 13, recites similar limitation as claims 1 and 4 and are 
similarly analyzed. 



examiner should be directed to Seyed Azarian whose telephone number is (703) 306-5907. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta, can be reached at (703) 308-5246. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published application 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information about the PAIR system, see http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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